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CHAPTER 1 
EDUCATION AND PHILOSOPHY 

 
CONCEPT OF EDUCATION 
Education has a long history. It is a never ending process of inner growth and development and 
its period stretches from cradle to the grave. Education, in real sense, is to humanize humanity, 
and to make life progressive, cultured and civilized. It is very important for the progress of 
individual and society. It is through education that man develops his thinking and reasoning, 
problem solving and creativity, intelligence and aptitude, positive sentiments and skills, good 
values and attitudes. It is through education that he is transformed into human, social, moral 
and spiritual being. Man learns something every day and every moment. His entire life is 
education. Hence education is a continuous and dynamic process. It is concerned with ever-
growing man in an ever-growing society. Hence it is still in the process of evolution. There are 
different views with regard to the meaning and definition of the term “Education.” Divergent 
views have been expressed by different thinkers, philosophers, psychologists, educationists, 
teacher, statesmen, politicians and priests according to their own outlook on life. Let us discuss 
some of the approaches to understand the meaning of education.  
 
Etymological or derivative approach 
 Etymologically, the term “Education” has a number of derivations: 
1. According to one view Education is derived from the Latin word “educare” which means ‘to 
bring up’ or ‘to nourish.’ It means that the child is to be brought up while keeping in view certain 
aims and ideals. 



Institute of Advanced Studies in Education M A Road Srinagar Page 2  

2. According to another view the term education is derived from the Latin word “educere” which 
means “to lead out” or to draw out. In other words it means that education is to lead out or to 
draw out of the best in child and man. 
3. According to third view the term ‘education’ is derived from the Latin word ‘educatum’ which 
means ‘the act of teaching or training.’ 
 

(1) DIFFERENTIAL APPROACH 
 

In order to understand the meaning of education in a clearer and more definite form education 
should be distinguished from instruction, training, schooling, literacy, teaching and information. 
1. Education and Instruction: In instruction we impart the knowledge of a particular subject to 
the student in systematic, planned and logical way. We, of course, include this knowledge in 
education, but we have to look to something else. A person may be well informed but he may not 
be an educated person. Education is more than instructions as it implies acquisition of knowledge 
and experience as well as the development of skills, habits, and attitudes which help a person to 
lead a full and happy life. It is the complete development of student’s personality. 
2. Education and Training: Training is given in a formal way as it implies preparation under 
supervision and in a certain frame-work of rules and regulations. Education can be given in a 
formal as well as in an formal way. Training is merely a part or kind of education. 
3. Education and Schooling: No doubt schooling is wider term than instruction as it includes 
academic activities and programmes, other than classroom instruction of communicated 
information. Co-curricular activities like educational trips, social service camps, community 
work and hobbies form an important part of schooling but they are not included the scope of 
instruction. But education is still wider term than schooling is confined to the period for which a 
child remains on the rolls, of an instruction. But education is a life-long process. It starts when 
the child is born and continues up to the last moment of death. 
4.  Education and Teaching: Education is not teaching. Education and teaching is not one same 
thing. We may not educate children even if we teach them a particular subject. Teaching is only 
one factor in education. In teaching we impart knowledge of a particular subject to the subjects. 
We, of course, include this knowledge in education, but education cannot be confined to teaching 
only. In fact, it is the all-round development of the student’s personality and the teacher should 



Institute of Advanced Studies in Education M A Road Srinagar Page 3  

be prepared to contributed to this type of development of personality instead of only imparting 
knowledge of a subject to children. 
 
 
 

(2) INDIAN CONCEPT (APPROACH) OF EDUCATION 
Some of the important views regarding education given by Indians are:- 
1. Rig Veda: According to Rig Veda, Education is that “which makes a man self-reliant and 
selfless.” 
2. Upanishads: According to Upanishads, “Education is that whose end product is salvation.” 
3. Vivekananda’s View: Vivekananda remarks “Education is the manifestation of divine 
perfection already existing in man.” He further says, “We want that education by which character 
is formed, strength of mind is increased, the intellect is expanded and by which one can stand on 
one’s own feet.” 
4. Shankarcharya’s View: Indian philosopher Shankarcharya says, “Education is realization of 
the self.” 
5. Aurbindo’s View: In the words of Aurbindo Ghosh, education is “helping the growing soul to 
draw out that is in itself.” 
6. Tagore’s View: Tagore opines, “Education means enabling the mind to find out that ultimate 
truth which emancipate us form the bondage of the dust and gives us the wealth, not of things but 
of inner light, not of power but of love, making the truth its own and giving expression to it.” In 
the words, of Tagore education is that “which makes one’s life in harmony with all existence.” 
7. Gandhi’s view: According to Mahatma Gandhi “By education I mean an all round drawing out 
of the best in child and man-body, mind and spirit.” 
 
(3) WESTERN CONCEPT OF EDUCATION 
Some of the most popular views of Western education thinkers are as follows: 
1. Plato’s View: Plato remarks, “Education is the capacity to feel pleasure and pain at the right 
moment. It develops in the body and in the soul of the pupil all the beauty and all the perfection 
of which he is capable of.” 
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2. Aristotle’s View: Aristotle, the discipline of Plato said, “Education develops man’s faculty 
especially his mind so that he may be able to enjoy the contemplation of supreme truth, goodness 
and beauty in which perfect happiness essential consists.” He briefly explained education as “the 
creation of a sound mind in a sound body.” 
3. Comenius’ View: Comenius characterised education as a “true forging place,” i.e., education 
gives a new shape to man. 
4. Pestalozzi’s View: Pestalozzi speaks of education as “Natural, harmonious and progressive 
development of man’s innate powers.” 
5. Froebel’s View: In the words of Froebel “Education is the enfoldment of what is already 
enfolded in the germ. It is the process through which the child makes external.” 
6. Nunn’s View: T.P. Nunn, another famous English educationalist says, “Education is the 
complete development of individuality so that he makes an original contribution to human life 
according to the best of his capacity.” 
7. Dewey’s View: John Dewey, a famous American Educationalist remarks, “Education is the 
process of living through a continuous reconstruction of experience. It is the development of all 
those capacities in the individual which will enable him to control his environment and fulfil his 
possibilities.” 
 
Salient Features of Education: 
Some of the silent features of education can be briefly described as follows: 
1. Education-a Tripolar process: Education is a tri-polar process. It involves interaction between 
the pupil (educand), the teacher (educator) and the social environment (social forces). The 
teacher tries to develop the personality of the pupil I the light of the needs of the society. 
2. Education-a Purposeful process: Education is a purposeful process. Both the pupil and the 
teacher make efforts for achieving purpose or destination. 
3. Education-a continuous 2nd life long process: Education is a continuous and life long process. 
It starts when the child is born and continues upto the last moment of death. 
4. Education-a process of individual development: Education is a process of individual 
development. By individual development we mean physical. Intellectual, aesthetic, moral, social 
and spiritual development of individual. 
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5. Education-a process of individual adjustment: Education is a process of individual adjustment. 
Education helps the individual in making adjustment with his own self, with parents, relative, 
friends, teachers or members of the society at large. 
6. Education-a dynamic process: Education is a dynamic and progressive process. It reconstructs 
a new and better social pattern according to the changing needs of time, place and society. 
Education in a sense is related to time, place and social change. 
 
 
NARROWER AND BROADER MEANING OF EDUCATION 
(a) Narrow Meaning of Education: 
In the narrow sense education is confined to schooling and university instruction. Education 
starts when the child enters in educational institutions (School) and ends when he completes his 
studies or leaves the educational institution (School, college or university). The success of 
education of the individual is evaluated in terms of passing the examination. There are deliberate, 
purposeful and planned efforts on the part of the teacher to impart knowledge. A teacher is a 
mature person who parents and imparts the experiences of the whole race. According to this view 
education is mostly limited to class-room teaching of readymaterial. This type of education is 
intentional rather than incidental. It is organized through the school which is consciously 
designed institution. S.S. Mackenzi remarked, “In narrow sense, it may be taken to mean any 
conscious directed effort to develop and cultivate powers.” Such education is imparted by 
definite persons to definite persons. It has got a definite curriculum. 
 
(b) Broader Meaning of Education: 
In the broader sense education begins at birth and continues throughout life. In other words it is 
the process of development from infancy to maturity, from womb to grave. According to Dum 
vile “Education in its widest sense includes all the influence which act upon an individual during 
his passage from the cradle to the grave. Everything which influences human behaviour and 
personality is education. Education includes experiences gained through a number of agencies 
like home, school, church, club, cinema, press, friends, playground, workshop, travel, physical 
environment, social environment the form of government etc. Mark Hopkins opines, “Education 
in its widest sense include everything that exerts a formative influence.” Thus, in the widest 
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sense education is life and life is education. It is really life that educates. Edward Thring 
elaborated this point and said, “Education is the transmission of life, by the living, to the living.” 
If we take the boarder sense, even an illiterate persons receives education throughout his life. 
The sum total of all his experiences during life-time in education. Lodge while supporting this 
view says, “In the wider sense, all experience is said to educative. The bites of Mosquito, the 
taste of water-melon, and the experience of being caught in a storm in a small boat-all such 
experiences have a directly educative on us. The child educates hid parents, the pupil educates 
his teacher. Everything we say, think or do educates us no less than what is said or done to us by 
other beings, animate or inanimate. In this wider sense, life is education and education is life. 
Whatever broadens our horizon, deepens our insight refines our reactions and stimulates our 
thoughts and feelings educates us.” 
 
SCOPE OF EDUCATION 
Scope refers to the extent, rang, breadth comprehensiveness and variety of subject matter to be 
provided. The following subject matter can be included under the scope of education. 
1. Philosophy of Education: Human life is a mysterious thing. Until we know the mystery of 
human life we cannot decided ‘what to learn’ and ‘what to teach.’ It is philosophy which has 
interpreted man and his activity in toto. On the basis of philosophy of education we study the 
nature of education, need of education, aims of education and curriculum. 
2. Educational Sociology: Man is a social animal. He lives in the society, acquires socialization 
through his contact with his family, his relatives, his neighbours and friends. He learns the ways 
of moving in the society. His behavior and ideas are influenced by society and social 
organizations. On the other hand education helps in controlling and developing human society. It 
is the basis of social progress. In educational sociology we study nature of society, relation 
between society and education, different social organizations, social groups, social institutions, 
social processes, social relationships, social functions of education and relationship between 
education and social change. 
3. Educational Psychology: Child is regarded as the pivotal point in the process of modern 
education. Education is organized according to his potentialities, development level, interests and 
aptitudes. Education psychology helps us in (a) understanding the child or the learner i.e., his 
nature, abilities, interests, aptitudes, power of memory, thinking, imagination, learning, habits 
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and personality; (b) learning process and conditions which influence it; and (c) learning 
situations. 
4. History of Education: History of education helps us in understanding the gradual 
development of education during different periods of history. Moreover, it helps in evolving a 
suitable system of education according to the changing needs of the society. 
5. Comparative Education: Comparative education is the study of cross cultural comparison of 
the structure, operation, aims, methods and achievements of various educational systems and 
practices of different countries so as to deduce lessons from the variations of educational practice 
in different countries. It helps in improving, reforming and reorienting the educational system of 
one’s own country. 
6. Educational Problems: Educational problems are also included in the scope of education. We 
study present educational problems and find out the methods of solving these problems. Some of 
the important educational problems of our country are nationalization of education, language 
problem, and student unrest, to give vocational bias to education, to provide religious and moral 
education, to provide social and adult education to decide the medium of instruction, to improve 
the examination system, to provide equal facilities of education in all parts of the country. 
Education cannot make progress until we study these problems and find out their solutions. 
7. Educational Administration and Organization: Education is imparted or organized in 
schools and colleges and hence we study methods of educational administration and organization 
in education. In educational administration and organizational we study topics like role of state 
and central government sin education, how to build and equip school, how to organize 
cocurricular activities, how to maintain discipline, how to select, classify, evaluate and promote 
the pupils, how to provide educational and vocational guidance, how to keep records, how to 
organize library, how to frame time-table, how to maintain effective relationship between 
teachers, headmaster and parents how to distribute work among teachers. Educational 
administration and organization helps in making the process of education effective and useful. 
8. Techniques of Teaching: Techniques of teaching are also included in the scope of education. 
Teaching is defined as causing other to learn. Thus both teaching and learning are included in the 
process of teaching. What is learning, what are the effective conditions of learning, how to make 
learning effective, which methods should be employed for making learning and teaching 
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effective at different stages of development, what are the most useful methods for teaching 
different subjects at different stages, which precautions should be made for using different 
methods or techniques of teaching-all such issues are studied under the domain of “Techniques 
of Teaching.” In order to make education effective we are to study and use various techniques of 
teaching and learning. 
9. Other Fields of Study: New and new subjects are developing in the field of education and the 
study of these subjects is essential. Some of the subjects which have developed in the field of 
education are: 
(i) Child Education, (ii) Social and Adult Education, (iii) Women Education, (iv) Professional 
and Technical Education, (v) Teacher Education, (vi) Library Education, (vii) Educational and 
Vocational Guidance, (viii) Basic Education, (ix) Use of Audio-visual Aids in Education, (x) 
Action Research, (xi) Measurement and Evaluation in Education, (xii) Educational Statistics. 
It should be mentioned here that in the past we used to study these subjects in the History of 
Educational Administration, Educational Psychology and Techniques of Teaching, but now these 
subjects are also studied as separate subjects. 
Conclusion: 
The scope of Education is very wide and comprehensive. It is not possible for a person to 
become perfect in all the fields of education. Different persons gain specialization in different 
fields of education. It should be clearly understood that field of education are interrelated. We 
need specialists in different fields of education in order to make education progressive. The 
slogan of democracy is: “Maximum use of abilities of the individual.” 
 
INDIVIDUAL VERSUS SOCIAL AIM OF EDUCATION 
The question of Individual vs. Social Aim of education has been widely considered and debated. 
Very often individual and social aims of education have been regarded as opposed to each other. 
But in the field analysis, it will be seen that development of individuality assumes meaning only 
in a social setting. It has been rightly observed.  
“School of every type fulfil their purpose in so far as they foster the free growing of 
individuality, helping every boy and girl to achieve the highest degree of individual development 
of which he or she is capable in and through the life of a society.” 
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INDIVIDUAL AIM OF EDUCATION 
Individuality – the ideal. “Individuality is the ideal of life,” thus observed Sir Percy Nunn, and 
added that “a scheme of education is ultimately to be valued by its success in fostering the 
highest degree of individual excellence”. Exalting the “individual development - ” as the aim of 
education, Sir Percy Nunn observes “that nothing good enters into the human world except in 
and through the free activities of individual men and women, and that educational practice must 
be shaped to accord with that truth .” his belief in this aim is based upon that fact that individual 
is an architect of his fate. He is responsible for his own destiny. Education, therefore, must cater 
for the complete development of an individual. 
Based on the Socio-political Philosophy. The concept of individual development aim is based 
on the socio-political philosophy that social institutions, such as the family, the church the school 
and the state exist only for believing and improving the life of the individual. The individual is 
the end and these social institutions are the means. Therefore, they justify their existence only if 
they are conducive to the promotion of the individual’s welfare. The society, the state, and in 
fact, all the social and political institutions exist and work for the welfare of the individual. 
Therefore, the aim of education should be the fullest possible development of the individual. The 
school as one of the important social institutions exists for the educand, and not the educand for 
the school. Therefore, the school should offer an environment and atmosphere which is 
conducive to the development of each and every student. Rousseau, the father of the philosophy 
of Naturalism and a great educationist, is the great supporter of individual aim of education. 
 
Education should aim at the training and developing of the individual. Only a well-trained and 
properly educated individual can understand his rights in the society and his obligations to his 
community. It is, therefore, that maximum opportunities should be made available for realising 
his physical, moral, intellectual, and spiritual possibilities, unhindered by environment and 
unhampered by society. It is only this type of individual that makes a good citizen. 
 
G. Thompson’s view based on Biological belief. The biologists believe that every individual is 
different from others. Every child is a new and a unique product and a new experiment with life. 
Prof. G. Thompson says, “Education is for the individual, its function being to enable the 
individual to survive and live out its complete life. Education is imparted to preserve the 
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individual life. Community exists for the individual not the individual for the community. 
Therefore, individual and not society, should be the centre of all educational efforts and 
activities.” 
 
Rousseau’s Naturalistic View. The Naturalists like Rousseau hold that “the central aim of 
education is the autonomous development of the individual”. According to Rousseau, “Every 
thing is good as it comes from the hands of the Author of Nature, but everything degenerates in 
the hands of man. God makes all things good; man meddles with them and they become evil.” 
He believes that man and citizens cannot be trained simultaneously, we have to make our choice 
between the two. 
 
Modern View of Psychologists. The psychologists are of the opinion that education is an 
individual process. No two children are identical in intellectual capacity and other disposition. 
Therefore, a rigid and uniform curriculum for all the children is not justified. The process of 
education should be individualized. There is a great force and truth in the individual aim of 
education. But, it must be noted that individual aim, in its extreme form, is not desirable. The 
social aim has its justification too. After all, society is an organisation which is made by the 
individuals for their own betterment and well being. To live and adjust efficiently in the society, 
the individual must also be properly socialised. Therefore, the claims of society also should not 
be ignored; and therefore, the extreme form of individualism should be avoided even for the 
well-being of the individual himself. 
 
Criticism of the Individual Aims. The Individual Aim of education has been criticised on the 
following points: 
Isolated Individual – a figment of imagination. “An isolated individual, as T. Raymont says, is 
only a figment of imagination.” In fact, says he, “we cannot conceive of an individual living and 
developing in isolation from society.” 
Every Individual is a social being. “As a social being,” opines Dr. Dewey “he is a citizen, 
growing and thinking in a vast complex of interactions and relations.” So, an educational activity 
that does not swear by the social end, consequently fails even to serve the individual. 
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 Inherently defective. In the extreme form, the idea of absolute freedom to the individual may 
take the form of unchecked ‘self-expression’ or ‘self-assertion’. This sort of unchecked ‘self-
expression’ will ridicule all social conventions or moral laws which form the bases of society 
have regulated life. Even Sir Percy Nunn, the greatest champion of individual aim, believes that 
“Individuality develops only in a social atmosphere where it can feed on common interests and 
common activities.” 
Against spiritual nature of man. The critics of individual aim believe that the individual, left to 
himself, is an animal, selfish and undisciplined.  
Individual must be made fit for society. Rusk informs us that the aim of education is not 
development of individuality but the enrichment of personality. Education must lift him from the 
level of reasoning savage. It must give him character, moral and aesthetic sense and thus make 
him fit to live in society. An enriched and exalted personality is that thinks not only for itself but 
also thinkers for others. 
The basis of individual’s greatness is social. The great contributors to the progress of human 
civilization did not work in a vacuum. The fact remains that their greatness was due to their 
assimilation of the rich heritage of thought, wisdom and action evolved and preserved by others 
in society. They worked against some social background. Hence the very basis of their great 
achievements was social. 
Adverse effect on political and economy of a country. The unwarranted claim of the 
individual may adversely affect the politics and economy of a country. The 18th and 19th 
century emphasis on the political independence of an individual led to the education of the 
individual and for the individual. It also led to lassesfaire i.e., a free hand to exploit the material 
wealth for personal advantage. 
 
SOCIAL AIM OF EUCATION 
Society or State alone is real. The supporters of social aim of education believe that society or 
state alone is real, and the individual is only a means, and therefore, must always work for the 
welfare and progress of the society of the state. They, therefore, hold that an individual should be 
educated for the good of society. The interests of society are supreme; and the position of the 
individual is always subordinated to that of the state. The supporters of social aim cannot think 
of an individual living and developing in isolated from society. As Raymont says, “the isolated 
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individual is a figment of the imagination.” As long as human beings are living in society, there 
will be some subordination of individuality to public or social needs of society. 
State – Idealised Super-human Entity. The social aim, in its extreme form, regards the state as 
an “Idealised super-human entity, over and above the individual.” The state or society alone is 
the reality, and the individual is only “a throb in the social pulse.” They believe that “individual 
is of no value, and personality a meaningless term, apart from the social environment in which 
they are developed and made manifest.” Therefore, the function of education according to the 
social aim is to work consistently for the welfare of the state, subordinating the welfare of the 
individual to that of the state. Hence the state is to control and direct every affair in life including 
education which is but a means of shaping its citizens into a certain mould. The state has the 
right to mould and shape the individual, so as to suit its own purpose and progress. It uses 
education as the most convenient means for preparing individuals to play different roles in 
society. The curriculum as well as the methods of education are also the complete monopoly of 
the state and the individual has no choice but to develop his powers and capacities in his own 
way. He is only to obey what the authorities dictate. His needs, urges and nature are completely 
ignored. 
Education through Social Control. The exponents of this school of thought believe in 
imparting education through social control, and their emphasis in the educational process is no 
strict discipline and obedience. In the end, it is the state which determines the field where the 
services of the individual are most needed, and not where he can do his best according to his own 
ability and aptitude. The state is supreme to dictate what shall be taught and how shall it be 
taught. Discipline is its watchword, willing acceptance of authority is the method, and obedience 
is the rule. 
Criticism of the Social aim of Education. This is certainly a one-sided view. First, Social aim 
in its extreme from can never be accepted, as it reduces the individual to a mere non-entity. 
Secondly, the extreme notion of the all powerful state or society ignores the legitimate needs, 
desires and interests of the individual, and suppresses his creative power. Thirdly, it tries to make 
the individual only a tool of the government, and demands unquestioning, obedience and loyalty 
from the individual. Fourthly, this is against all concepts of education and individual 
development. Therefore, social aim in its extreme from can never be justified and therefore, can 
never be accepted. 
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Synthesis of Individual and Social Aims. The above discussion about the individual and social 
aims of education is likely to give the impression that the individual aim is opposed to the social 
aim. But, in reality it is not so. These two types of aims may be opposed to each other if stressed 
in their extreme form. But, if their sharp edges are rounded off, they become rather 
complementary to each other. The individual aim, if stressed greatly, will produce egoists, while 
extreme emphasis on social aim will create suppressed personalities. Therefore, the extreme 
form of either of the two should be avoided. 
If we examine both the aims dispassionately, we shall find that neither the individual nor the 
society can exist without the other. The individual is the product of society, while the society 
finds its advancement in the development of its individual members. It must be admitted that the 
individual cannot develop in vacuum. He is a social animal. In all walks of life, he is influenced 
by all who surround him. He cannot escape the cultural influences of the society. These 
influences shape the personality make up of man. His potentialities are stimulated by the 
environmental forces. Therefore, individuality cannot and should not be emphasised by 
neglecting general human ideals. In the words of Sir John Adam, “Individual requires a social 
medium to grow, without social contacts we are not human.” Thus, both the school of thought 
have made valuable contribution to the art and science of education.  
A synthesis of the two aims will be the ideal condition. The school should try to develop the 
individuality of each child through social contacts and social control, with maximum possible 
freedom for each individual. “Individual is not a private possession, but is the means through 
which real good can enter the world. The good of all is the good of each.” So, the real aim of 
education may be defined as “the highest development of the individual as member of the 
society.” 
Therefore, we may add that the individual and the society may both be regarded as equally 
important, neither of the two being absolutely independent of the other. “Instead of being 
regarded as isolated entities, the individual and the society should be considered as functionally 
related to each other; the individual acting on the individual.” The personality of the individual 
has to be developed but, this cannot be done in isolated. The individual personality is essentially 
a product of the interaction between the individual and society. 
The claims of the individual as well as the society are usually important. The individual has the 
right to live life of its own, according to one’s needs and desires. He must have the Freedom to 
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develop himself according to its potentialities and capacities. Butt, his freedom must have its 
limits. Freedom cannot be allowed to degenerate into licence; because, the right to freedom of 
everybody has to be protected. It is here that the society or the state has to intervene. The 
function of the society and the state should be to see that the freedom of every individual is 
self-guarded. But, the state should not go beyond this. The state or the society should not curb 
this freedom of the individual to such an extent that his every growth and development is 
thwarted. On the other hand, the state should do everything possible to promote the happiness 
and welfare of each and every member of the society. The individual should think it as his scared 
duty to work for the welfare and progress of the whole of the society. Both individual and the 
society should work for a common objective. Both have their own spheres of action and work; 
and they should not try to cross the boundaries of their own jurisdiction. In this way, their role 
will be complementary to each other and the individuals as well as well as the society will grow 
and develop simultaneously. 
Conclusion. In the end, we say that in a truly democratic society, the rule aim of education 
cannot be other than the highest development of the individual as a member of the society. The 
most practical approach would be to let education burn the individual flame, feeding it with the 
oil of society. Let the light of this flame illumine the social horizon, shedding away all the 
prevailing darkness. 
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Meaning and Definition of Philosophy 
Etymological Meaning of Philosophy:- The word philosophy is derived from two Greek words- 
Philos meaning love  and Sophia meaning wisdom. Thus philosophy means love of wisdom. In 
this way search of wisdom or truth is called Philosophy and the man who engages himself in this 
search is called philosopher. In his famous book Republic, Plato says- He who has taste for 
every sort of knowledge and who is curious to learn and is never satisfied may be justly termed 
a philosopher. 
Specific Meaning of Philosophy:- To be precise and definite one may call philosophy as that 
deep thinking and meditation which concerns itself to God, the soul and the nature. This 
concentration and deep thinking is for revealing the hidden and immortal realities of existence 
only-what is the nature of life, when human being has come and what will be his final 
destination, how does the heavenly bodies affect human life, is there any life after this, what is 
heaven and hell. All these are the subjects and topics of philosophical thinking and ultimate 
realization. As these mental activities are abstract and difficult in nature, only capable and great 
persons can indulge in them. Common people cannot do this type of deep and concentrated 
thinking. Henderson and his colleagues have well said- Philosophy is a rigorous disciplined and 
guarded analysis of some most difficult problems which man has ever faced. 
Wider Meaning of Philosophy:-Philosophers do not form a specific and special group 
themselves. All those persons are philosophers who in one way or other search for truth and 
realities. A deep study reveals the fact that a man undergoes various kinds of experiences 
throughout his long life from birth to death. These experiences provide him with new knowledge. 
As a result, he develops a capacity to discriminate between right and wrong, proper and 
improper, relevant and irrelevant through these experiences. In a sense each of us does this work 
in some way or the other to some lesser or greater extent. This search is essential for life to go on 
smoothly in this world full of diversities. In this sense, each of us becomes a philosopher at some 
time or the other. As this search for truth is philosophy, the great German philosopher 
Schopenhour rightly remarks – Every man is born metaphysician.  
Definition of Philosophy 
To make the meaning of Philosophy more clear, the following definitions are being given: 

1. Philosophy is a persistent attempt to give insight into the nature of the world and of 
ourselves by means of systematic reflection. 

                           R W Sellars  
2. Philosophy like other studies, aims primarily at knowledge. 

                                        Bertrand Russell 
3. Philosophy is the science of knowledge 

                                                               Fichte  
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4. Philosophy is the science and criticism of cognition. 
                                                                                  Kant 

5. Philosophy is unceasing effort to discern the general truth that lies behind the particular 
facts, to discern also the reality that lies behind appearance. 
                                                                                              Raymont 

6. Philosophy is a logical enquiry into the nature of reality. 
                                                                                   S. Radhakrishnan 
In the light of above definitions we can say that philosophy understands man in relation 
to the universe. It stands for an inquiry after truth and search for knowledge. It is a 
method of critical and reflective thinking. It provides means to lead best kind of life. 

 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PHILOSOPHY AND EDUCATION 
Much has been said on education, its meaning and function in a preceding chapter. Etymological 
definitions will not serve our purpose. Education can be defined as the strongest instrument for 
the achievement of the ideals of life and civilised attempt to bring out about the balanced and 
proper development of human personality. The definition indicates that the plant of education 
draws its nourishment from the soil of Philosophy. In the words of Adams, “Education is the 
dynamic side of Philosophy. It is the active aspect of Philosophical belief, the practical means of 
realizing the ideals of life.”  
There is wide and close relation between education and Philosophy. The following are a few 
quotations that establish the relationship between education and Philosophy: 
(i) View of Ross: ”Philosophy and education are two sides of the same coin; the former is 
contemplative while the latter is the active side.” 
(ii) View of John Dewey: “John Dewey endorses the view point of Ross when he says;” 
Philosophy is the theory of education in its most general phase.” 
 (iii) Fichte’s view: “The art of education will never attain complete clearness without 
Philosophy”. 
(iv) Spencer’s view: Spencer has gone a step ahead when he says that “true education is 
practicable only to true Philosophers.” 
(v) Gentile’s view: “Education without Philosophy would mean a failure to Understand precise 
nature of education” 
After considering these views we can describe the relationship between 
Philosophy and education as under: 
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1. Philosophy determines the real destination, towards which education has to go: 
Philosophy has always inspired educational theory as well as practice. It determines the real 
destination, towards which education has to go. In the words of Dewey, “Education is a 
laboratory in which philosophic distinctions becomes concrete as are tested.” 
Philosophy is wisdom; education transmits that wisdom from one generation to the other. 
Philosophy represents a system of thought; education embraces that thought in the content of 
instruction. Philosophy embodies a way of life; education is a preparation for life. Philosophy is 
a knowledge obtained by natural reasons; education is the development of that reason and other 
powers of mind. 
2. Education is the means to achieve the goal: Philosophy deals with the ends and education is 
the means to achieve those ends. Philosophy gives ideals, values and principles; education works 
out those ideals, values or principles, in the words of Herbart, “education has no time to make 
holiday till all the Philosophical questions are once for all cleared up.” 
It can, therefore, be said that philosophy is the contemplative side while education is its active 
side. Philosophy is the theory of education while education is the practical thereof. Education is 
the best means for the propagation of philosophy. It is the dynamic of philosophy. 
3. Great Philosophers have been great educators also: Great philosophers have been great 
educationists in the East as well as in the West. We can find the clearest examples of the 
dependence of education on philosophy in the lives and teachings of all the great philosophers 
from Yajnavalka down to Gandhi in the East and from Socrates down to the John Dewey in the 
West. Philosophers like Gandhi, Tagore, Radhakrishnan, Aurbindo Ghosh, Plato, Socrates, 
Locke, Comenius, Rousseau, Froebel and Dewey have been great educators. They reflected their 
philosophical views in their educational schemes. Socrates has given the world his “Socratic 
method” (Method of questioning and cross-questioning of teaching; Plato, the Republic the first 
educational class. Rousseau, the great French philosopher, held that education should “follow 
nature”. John Dewey of America took keen interest in solving the educational problems of his 
country. Gandhi is the father of basic education. In the words of Ross, “if further agreement is 
needed to establish the fundamental dependence of education on philosophy, it may be found in 
the fact that on the whole great philosophers have been great educationists”. 
4. Philosophy determines the various aspect of education: Every aspect of education has a 
philosophical base. There is no aspect of education-aims, curriculum, methods, text books, 
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discipline, teacher etc. Which is not influenced and determined by philosophy. Height and 
breadth of education is probed in by philosophy. It is philosophy which provides aims education 
and these aims determine the curriculum, the methods of teaching, the text books, the role of 
teacher and the school discipline. Thus education is the dynamic, active and practical side of 
philosophy. 
 
 
SIGNIFICANCE OF EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY 
The need and importance of educational philosophy can be explained as in the follows: 
1. Philosophy and Aims of Education: Every system of education must have an aim. Without 
aim education is meaningless. The aim of education is directly related with the aim of life, and 
the aim of life is always dependent on the philosophy that prevails. It is philosophy which 
determines whether the aim of education should be moral perfection or intellectuals 
development, whether education should be vocational or liberal should it be for the development 
and happiness of the individual or for the good the society? Such conflicting views regarding the 
aim of education are reconciled in the light of philosophy. 
2. Philosophy and Curriculum: In no other sphere is this dependence of education on 
philosophy more marked than in that of the curriculum. Determination of curriculum needs the 
services of philosophy in its entirety. Specific curriculum problems demand a philosophy for this 
satisfactory solution. While discussing curriculum problems Briggs remarks, “It is just here (in 
curriculum) that education seriously needs leaders. Leaders who hold a sound comprehensive 
philosophy of which they can convince others, who can direct its consistent application to the 
formulation of appropriate curricula.” It is philosophy which will decide a particular subject 
should be included in the curriculum and what particular discipline that subject will promote. 
Curriculum is the contents of education. It is just like a gun powder for the soldier. Through 
curriculum education becomes effective or ineffective. Curriculum is not fixed for all the times. 
It changes in accordance with the aims of education, which are determined by philosophy. So 
curriculum differs with different schools of philosophy. 
3. Philosophy and Text-books: Even in choice of text-books we are guided by philosophical 
considerations. Curriculum can be enforced only through proper selection of text-books. Text-
books markedly affect methods of raising standards of scholarship. A philosophy is needed to 
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determine the quality and contents of textbooks. A good text-book must reflect the prevailing 
values of life fixed by philosophy. If the text books reflect the life values of the prevailing 
philosophy, they are considered to be appropriate text-books. On the contrary, if they oppose the 
prevailing philosophy of life, they are considered inappropriate. In one of the modern trends in 
education a text-books regarded as it must be remembered that a text-book is an institution which 
cannot be demolished. In order to keep this institution healthy and serviceable there must be a 
philosophy in order to determine its nature and contents. 
4. Philosophy and Methods of Teaching: Kilpatrick’s use of the term philosophy of method’ 
shows that there is a close relation between educational method and philosophy. Philosophy 
influences and determines the methods of teaching as well. Method as an important place in 
education. It is through method that the teacher establishes and maintains the contact between the 
children and the subject-matter. 
5. Philosophy and Discipline: Like curriculum text-books and methods, Discipline too, is 
determined by the philosophy of life accepter as a particular time. In other words the philosophy 
of an age is reflected in the discipline of its educational institution. Discipline reflects political 
philosophy prevalent in the country. In a despotic system of government, repression in common 
and blows are given for every branch of order. The methods of repressionists are the police 
methods of control. In a democracy, the doctrine of emancipation is advocated. 
Emancipationist’s beliefs in giving complete freedom to the child. They wish no interference on 
the part of the teacher. Let the child do what this nature prompts him to do, say the protagonists 
of the school. So the emancipationists believe in giving opportunity to the educands to have self-
control. In the impressionistic system, it is the personal influence of the teacher which is 
effective in ensuring discipline. Repressionists believe in the method of physical force, 
emancipationists advocate the method of love and understanding, and impressionists favour the 
method persuasion. 
6. Philosophy and teacher: Teacher has very important role to play in education. A teacher who 
is well-aware of the philosophy of life and education is very successful in his job. Gentile has 
rightly remarked, “The belief that men may continue to educate without concerning themselves 
with philosophy means a failure to understand the precise nature of education. The process of 
education cannot go on right lines without the help of philosophy.  
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According to naturalist, the teacher should not interfere with the education of the child. He 
throws the teacher to the back-ground. The idealist holds that the teacher is indispensable for the 
education of the child. Unless there is teacher, there can be no education. He gives highest place 
to the teacher. The pragmatist adopts via media so far as the place of teacher is concerned. He is 
simply to guide the teacher in various learning activities. 
 
 
 
UNIT II 

MAJOR PHILOSOPHIES OF EDUCATION 
 

IDEALISM: 
Idealism has been the dominate philosophical theory through the ancient the ancient period. Even 
in modern times, idealism has certain attractions which appeals to the human mind and thereby 
exercises a great influence on human thinking. As a philosophy of life, it has derived the 
attention of the great philosophy as represented by Socrates, Plato, Kant, Berkley, Comenius, 
Froebel, Fichte, Schopenhaure, Lotze, Kapila, Guru Nanak, Dayananda, Vivekananda, Tagore, 
Gandhi and Radhakrishnan. Idealism asserts that reality consists of ideas, thoughts, minds or 
selves rather than of material objects and forces. Reality is found in mind and not in the physical, 
material and external world. It is spiritual in nature. Idealism, therefore, believes in the 
supernatural reality. In idealism, ideas are external and unchanging. Man has got the power to 
discover these values. 
Meaning of Idealism 
1. Popular meaning: Popularly the word means (i) one who accepts and lives by lofty moral, 
aesthetic and religious standards, or (ii) one who is able to visualize, and who advocates some 
plan or programme which is nonexistent. Every social reformer is an idealist in the second sense 
because he supports something that has not yet come in existence. In this sense those who work 
for permanent peace or for the elimination of poverty may be called idealists. 
2. Derivative meaning: The word “Idealism” may be derived from ‘ideas’ or ‘Ideals’. Ideas or 
higher values are essence. They are of ultimate cosmic significances. They are more important in 
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human life than anything else. They are eternal and unchanging. They have no dimension like 
length or breadth and as such different from material forces. 
3. Philosophical meaning: Idealism which is commonly known as Spiritualism, seeks to offer 
an explanation of the man and the universe in terms of spirit of mind. It is, in fact, the negation 
of matter and a great force driving man to strive for his becoming one with the ultimate spirit. 
 
 (1) Idealism and Aims of Education 
Idealism as we have already noted contends that man is the grandest handiwork of God. In the 
words of Shakespeare, man is the ‘Paragon of Creation’. He has in him individuality, a pattern of 
self inborn with him. Education ought to make him this pattern perfect. Idealism has given us 
very lofty aims of education. Some of important aims of education propounded by idealists are as 
under:- 
1. Self-Realization or Exaltation of Personality: Idealism emphasizes the work of man’s 
personality and spiritual nature. Man’s soul is more important than his material structure. Man is 
merely soul. The entire creation is conceptual. Nature is complete in itself. There is the soul of 
the universe behind it. Man’s soul is a part of this soul of the universe. The real structure of the 
soul is magnificent. The aim of human life, according to idealism, is to acquire the knowledge of 
the soul. 
2. Universal Education: Idealism believes that every man is equally the noblest work of God. 
There should, therefore be made no exception in the education of children. Education should be 
universal without distinction of wealth or status, creed, caste or colour. It should not be for a 
favorite few. This is the idealistic character of universal education. 
3. Preservation and enrichment of cultural environment: The child’s environment is not 
merely physical or material like that of Ramu, the Wolf Boy but human, spiritual or cultural also. 
To idealism, the spiritual or cultural environment is an environment of man’s own making; it is 
the fruit of man’s own creative activities; it is the productive of ages and it is always in the 
process of growth. It belongs to all it is the common heritage to the best of his capacity; preserve 
it and improve upon it. Rusk says, “Education must enable mankind through its culture to enter 
more and more fully into spiritual realm, and also to enlarge the boundaries of the spiritual 
realm.” 
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4. Development of Moral Sense: Fourth, the aim of education according to idealism is to 
develop the child’s moral sense and thus enable him to distinguish right from wrong, to love well 
and despise evil. The goal of life as well as of education should be the realization of moral values 
by developing the spiritual character of the child. 
5.  Development of Complete Man: The physical aspect of education has also been considered 
by the idealistic school of philosophy. In the words of Ross, “The health and fitness of the body 
must receive due attention, for without such health and fitness the pursuit of spiritual values is 
seriously handicapped. Moral values, which are spiritual, can be found in physical activities, 
intellectual values are preserved in the application of skill to the problems of physical 
environment; and a man acquires over his material in his crafts.” 
6. Simple Living and High Thinking: Idealism regards that simple living and high thinking 
should be another aim of education. 
7. Proximate and Ultimate Aim of Education: Modern idealism as interpreted by Horne, 
emphasizes two types of aims: 
 (i) To proximate aim should be the development of health, intelligence, skill, art, social justice 
and character. 
(ii) The ultimate aim should be “The development of humanity in the image of divinity.” 
(2) Idealism and Curriculum 
Idealists insist on emphasis being placed on the study of humanities such as literate, art, religion, 
morality etc. Plato has suggested the inclusion of all those subjects of disciplines which help in 
the realization of the truth, beauty and goodness. Most significant among man’s activities are the 
intellectual, the aesthetic and the moral. The following subjects should be taught for developing 
various activities. 
(1) Intellectual activity: The teaching of language, literature, history, geography and 
mathematics and science will encourage intellectual activity. 
(2) Moral Impulse: can be reinforced through art and poetry. 
(3) Moral activities: can be taught and instilled in the educand through the teaching of religion, 
ethics etc. 
(4) Physical activities: Besides intellectual, aesthetics and moral education should be physical 
also. Without health and fitness the pursuit of spiritual values is hampered. Health and physical 
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education cultivates bodily skills. Idealists also advocate various kinds of handicrafts and manual 
skills.  
Ross is of the view that education should comprise both physical and spiritual activities.  
 
Idealism and Methods of Teaching 
Idealism as a philosophy exercised more influence on the aims of education and on its general 
philosophy rather than on methods. It speaks of the general nature of teaching methods; it does 
not emphasis any particular method of teaching. Idealism has shown its influence in the field of 
methods. Different idealists have adopted different methods, some of which are as under: 
1. Question Method: Socrates had adopted the question method. He used to go to market and 
there he asked questions on important subjects and demanded answers from the audience. 
2. Conversational Method: Plato changed the questions methods into conversational method. 
3. Inductive and Deductive Method: Aristotle imparts education through inductive and 
deductive methods. Hegel again adopted the logical methods. 
4. Simple to Complex: Descartes showed his interest in proceeding from to simple complex. 
5. Concrete to Abstract: Comenius showed his interest in proceeding from concrete to abstract. 
6.Play-way Method: Froebel emphasized play-way method in education. 
7. Lecture, Debate and Discussion Methods: Idealists somewhere take the help of lecture and 
discussion methods. They have also suggested debate as technique of teaching. 
8 Story Telling Method and Dramatics: The Idealist suggests story telling method for infants 
and conversational method and dramatics for adolescents. 
. 
(3) Idealism and The Teacher 
The place of teacher in idealism is very high. The child is not complete in himself; he is 
proceeding towards perfection. The teacher guides him. He carries the child from darkness to 
light. He can save the children from many mistakes and wastage of energy. The most precise 
explanation of the teacher’s role suggested by Froebel. According to him, the school is a garden, 
the teacher is a cautious gardener and the child is a tender plant. The plant can grow no doubt 
without help but the good gardener sees that the plant grows to the finest possible perfection. 
Through teacher’s guidance the children can make his natural development into a process 
leading to perfection and beauty. Ross explains, “The naturalist may be contended with briars, 
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but the idealist wants fine roses.” The idealists attach more value to the teacher than the 
naturalists. The function of the teacher is to lead the children to their perfect development-self 
realization or the realization of truth, beauty and goodness. 
Idealist are of the opinion that the teacher should be morally high, intellectually developed and 
culturally advanced then he should try to provide alike track for the children to walk upon. This 
track will lead them to their ultimate aim. 
 
Conclusion 
To conclude we say that idealism is basically a philosophy of life and like other philosophies of 
life it has exercise a general rather than specific influence on education. Idealism advocates the 
existence of immediate and remote aim of education. Whereas the immediate aims are related to 
a man’s spiritual and moral needs to enable him to realize within himself a unity with the 
universal self. Idealism lays emphasis on the study of all subjects but stresses the importance of 
literature, ethics and religion. It recognizes the importance of self-discipline. The teacher has a 
very important role to play in education for it is he, who leads the individual from darkness to 
light and who helps him in the development of his personality. In the end it can be maintained 
that idealism poses its faith in the existence of external values in the welter of change and 
diversity. Much of the wickedness in human world persists because of the fact that people have 
lost faith in the existence of external values of life. Present tension and conflicting situation of 
educational crises can be minimized by adopting the idealistic approach to life and education. 
 
PRAGMATISM 
Pragmatism emerged as the twentieth century revolution against the nineteenth century 
rationalism, universalism and monism etc. The opening decades of the 20th century in Europe 
and America were decades of social protests, reforms of vast industrial expansion and economic 
prosperity. Pragmatism is a philosophy that strongly reflects some of the characteristics of 
America life. Pragmatism has also been called instrumentalism and experimentalism. Charles 
Pierce was the first man to introduce the concept of pragmatism in his philosophy. Later John 
Dewey, James, Kilpatrick and Schiller developed and popularized Pragmatism in education. John 
Dewey was highly impressed by intellectual, industrial and social revolutions and he realize that 
if education is to have any meaning, it should go through radical changes. 
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Meaning of Pragmatism 
(i) Derivative sense of Pragmatism the word Pragmatism has been derived from Greek word 
‘Pragma’ which means ‘action’ or ‘work done.’ While the idealist looks before and after and 
pines for what is not, the pragmatist looks here and now. Unlike idealists they live in the world 
of facts and not in the world of ideals. 
 (ii) Reid’s view: Pragmatism makes “activity, engagement, commitment, and encounter” its 
central theme. 
(iii) View of William James: “Pragmatism is a temper of mind, an attitude; it is also a theory of 
nature of ideas and truth; and finally it is a theory about reality.” 
 (iv)  View of Rusk: Pragmatism is merely a stage in the development of a new idealism-an 
idealism that will do full justice to reality; reconcile the practical and spiritual values and results 
as a culture which is the flower of efficiency and not the negation of it. 
 
Principles of Pragmatism 
1. Changing nature of external values: Pragmatism like realism does not believe in external 
values of truth, beauty and goodness. Truth is external according to idealism while according to 
Pragmatism truth is made by man. In the words of John Dewey, “Truth is made, just as health, 
wealth and strength are made in the course of experience.” 
2. Reality still is the making: For naturalism reality is readymade and completes from all 
eternity, while for Pragmatism it is still in the making and not ready-made. It is to be made and 
create and remoulded to suit our purpose or desire. 
3. Experience-the centre of reality: Contrary to naturalism which is naturecentric (where mind 
is the centre of reality) and idealism which is psychocentric (where is the centre of reality), 
Pragmatism is anthropocentric (which makes human experience the centre of reality). Reality is 
that which is experienced by man. Satisfactory result of experience is called truth. It is the human 
experience which is the determiner of values in life. So the practical values of experience are the 
sole concern of Pragmatists. By emphasizing human experience and giving it a value. 
Pragmatism has come to be called humanistic philosophy. 
4. Faith in experimentation: Pragmatism has a deep faith in experimentation. Nothing is good 
or bad before it is tested by experiment. Only that thing is good and beautiful it is tested by 
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experiment. Only that thing is good and beautiful which emerges out useful after 
experimentation. William James, the leading Pragmatist, insists upon “the truth’s cash value in 
experimental terms.” 
5. Faith in present and immediate future: Pragmatists do not believe in past. Past for them is 
dead and gone. The Pragmatists remain confined to the immediate problem and look towards the 
immediate future. They live from moment to moment and do not plan for life. They believe that 
tomorrow is another day with its own problems and with their own methods of solution. 
Evidently, today we cannot be certain about the methods of solving problems which may arise in 
future. Therefore Pragmatists lay more emphasis on the present than on anything else. To a 
Pragmatist only these ideas are meaningful which can be realized here and now and not in some 
imaginary world in remote future. On the contrary, idealism has more faith in past and remote 
future. 
6. Faith in Humanism: Pragmatists are humanists. They believe that science should be utilized 
for social welfare and solution of human problems. 
7. Faith in social and democratic values: Pragmatists are fundamentally democratic because 
democratic society is the best means of achieving humanitarian ideals. It is through democratic 
ideas that individual can fulfill his purposes, and achieve efficiency in his efforts. 
8. Importance of activity: Pragmatism emphasis action rather than thought. Action is supreme 
and thought is subordinate. The aim of life is active and not mere contemplation. Between theory 
and practice, Pragmatism states that practice comes first and theory afterwards. It is action which 
gives birth to thought. In order to determine the meaning of an idea it must be put into practice. 
So ‘learning by activity’ or ‘learning by doing’ is the watchword of Pragmatism. 
9. Faith in flexibility: Pragmatists believe that nothing is fixed and final in the world. Life is 
ever changing and self-renewing process. Change is the law of nature. The world is always in 
state of change and flux. Values also change with time and space. They are manmade and not 
fixed for ever. 
10. Development of personality: Pragmatism believes that development of personality is 
possible only because of interaction with environment. Man has to mould his environment 
according to his needs, purpose and desires. As the development of personality is possible only 
in social context, society is essential for development and perfection of the personality of the 
individual. 
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 (1) Characteristics of Pragmatic Education 
1. Education as life: Dewey, chief exponent of Pragmatism, emphasized that education is life 
itself, and not a preparation for life. Life is a by-product of activities and education is born out of 
these activities. 
2. Education as growth: Growth is the real function of education according to John Dewey. 
Education should enable the individual to growth to his maximum. The words of John Dewey 
are, “growth, unlimited and illimitable.” 
3. Education as social Efficiency: On the sociological side, Dewey regards education as a 
socializing agent. Education is the social continuity of life. 
4. Education as continuous Reconstruction of experiences: According to John Dewey, 
Education is a process of living through continuous reconstruction of experiences. Education is 
by experience, for experience and for experience. 
(2) Pragmatism and Aims of Education 
Pragmatists are opposed to any kind of fixed and static aim of education. They believe that 
values of life are not fixed, so we cannot fix the aims of education for ever. In the words of 
Dewey, educational aim must possess the following three elements in order to be a good or 
proper aim: 
(i) Such aims are based on the educand’s actions and needs 
(ii) They elicit the educand’s co-operation. 
(iii) They are specific and temporary, not permanent and general. 
Keeping in mind the above directive principles and educational theories of Pragmatism, it is easy 
to arrive at the following aims of education; 
1. Creation of values: The aim of education according to Pragmatism is the creation of values. 
Values are created by activity and experience. 
2. Maximum growth: Education should enable the individual to grow to his maximum. All 
growth must be conducive to the welfare of the individual and the society. 
3. Harmonious development: Like idealist pragmatists do not believe in spiritual values, but 
they do not ignore the harmonious development of man-physical, intellectual, aesthetic, social, 
moral and religious. 
4. Social efficiency: Another aim of education is to produce socially efficient individuals. 
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5. Proper adjustment: The main problem before any human being is the problem of adjustment. 
Pragmatists state that education should enable the human being to be fairly adjusted in his 
existent environment. 
6. Richer present life: The aim of education is to make the present life of the child rich and 
abundant for a successful creation of values and maintaining progress. 
 
(3) Educational Principles of Pragmatism: 
1. Education should be child centered: The child is a potential creator of values in the 
environment. So we should start with the child as he is, and provide suitable experiences and 
activities in which he can participate and thereby modify his original nature. 
2. Education should be both for the child and the society: The social aspect of education 
should be emphasized. 
3. Respect for child’s freedom: The child’s freedom must be respected. There should be no 
imposition of adult standard of authority. 
4. Education should be based on child psychology: Education should be planned on the basic 
of psychological finding. 
 
 
(4) Pragmatism and Curriculum: 
Pragmatists favour an educational curriculum which permits the educand to develop all his 
qualities and obtain all knowledge which may help him in creation of values, gaining social 
efficiency, developing harmonious personality, making proper adjustment and solving the 
problem of life. They have suggested the following principles in determining a curriculum: 
1. Principle of Utility: Pragmatists state that curriculum should be utilitarian. Those subjects 
should be stressed in the curriculum which is useful in solving human problems and meeting life 
situations. For this reason, technical scientific education forms an important part of the 
Pragmatic curriculum. 
2. Principle of child’s nature interests: Curriculum should be governed by child’s natural 
interests, aptitudes and testes at the successive stages of his development. In the words of Jon 
Dewey,“These natural interestsare the natural resources, the uninvested capital upon the exercise 
of which depend on the actual growth of the child.” 
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5.Pragmatism and Methods of Teaching: 
Since Pragmatism emphasized the theory underlying successive practice, it makes significant 
contribution to the methods of teaching rather than its aims. Pragmatists detest all traditional 
methods, ready-made knowledge, and the notion of authority, bookish and passive learning. 
Traditional methods of teaching should not be dogmatically accepted. The following should be 
the principles or essential of teaching method: 
1. Principle of Action or Learning by Doing: Pragmatists stress on action rather than 
reflection. They believe that the child learns best only through his activities or his experiences, 
he does not learn so much from books. 
2. Principle of establishing relation with the life of the child: Pragmatists believe that methods 
of teaching should not be dogmatically accepted but they should be forged afresh in the light of 
real life situations. 
3. Principle of Integration: The principle of integration is needed in the whole of the learning 
process. The human mind itself is a unity. There are not water-tight compartments in it. 
 
 
 
(5) Pragmatism and Discipline: 
According to the Pragmatists theory, discipline is primarily social, and it emerges through free, 
happy, purposive and co-operative activities of the school. In the words of Dewey, discipline is a 
‘mental attitude’ and in order to maintain this attitude, socialized activities are essential. 
Freedom is an important element in this pragmatic concept of discipline, for it is assumed that 
the aim of education is to generate democratic qualities in the individual. Of these democratic 
qualities the first and most important is liberty. That is why pragmatists believe in an intimate 
relationship between freedom and discipline. The aim of discipline is to create in the educand a 
social consciousness which will prevent him from indulging in anti-social activity. 
(6) pragmatism and Teacher: 
1. Position of Teacher: The Pragmatist adopts via-media so far as place of teacher is concerned. 
In the scheme of education according to Pragmatism the teacher is neither superfluous nor the 
supreme authority. He is friend, guide and counsellor of the child. 
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2. Qualification of Teacher: According to pragmatism, a teacher should be the embodiment of 
knowledge. He should be intelligent, efficient and practical. He should have the knowledge of 
the child’s interests and changing needs of 
the society. 
3. Duties of Teacher: Teacher should have sympathetic and personal relations with the child. 
His work is to guide the child and put the child in the real situations of his life, so that he might 
be able to understand life’s problems and solve them. Stress is placed on action rather than 
reflection. 
Criticism of Pragmatism 
1. Opposition of eternal truth: Pragmatism does not have any faith in eternal truths. 
Pragmatism believes that if the result of an activity is satisfactory then it is true, otherwise not. 
2. Opposition of Pre-determined ideals and values: Pragmatism opposes predetermined ideals 
and values. It emphasizes the fact that ideals and values are man-made and changeable. 
3. Negation of spiritual values: Pragmatists neglect spiritual values. Without spiritual values, 
we cannot attain happiness, contentment and peace of mind. 
4. Negative of fixed aim of Education: Pragmatism gives no fixed ideal to education. Such an 
education is bound to be aimless. Some predetermined aims and ideals of education are, 
therefore, necessary. 
5. Absence of food for soul: Poetry which according to Words Worth is the “speech of the soul” 
and other humanities do not find a place in pragmatic scheme of education. Their absence is sure 
to lead to th starvation of the soul. 
 
Existentialism 
Existentialism is a modern philosophy which represents a revolt against many outlooks and 
methods of traditional western philosophy. It is a revolt against the impersonal nature of the 
modern industrial or technological age, against scientism and positivism, and against the mass 
movement of our time. Industrial society tends to subordinate the individual to the machine. 
Existentialism also protest against totalitarian movement, whether fascist, communist, or 
whatever, which tends to crush or submerge the individual in the collective or the mass. 
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According to the existentialism man has become a tool in the hands of industrial society. This is 
not good. Man should be master of industrial society and machine should be his slave. Contrary 
to this, man has become its slave.  
Existentialism opposes all to those one-sided movements which want to exploit man in the 
interest of society or group by considering his individuality secondary, no matter whether this 
nation pertain to fascism or communism or any other thought. Although existentialism realizes 
the need of the society, but it does not mean that society should give secondary place to the 
individual by exploiting him. Existentialism consider individuality as supreme, considers society 
as a means of its development. 
MEANING OF EXISTENTIALISM 
1. View of Titus: “Existentialism is an attitude and outlook that emphasizes human existence-
that is, the distinctive quality of individual persons-rather than man is the abstract or nature and 
the world in general.” 
2. View of Fernando: “Existentialism is a type of philosophy which endeavours to analyse the 
basic structures of human existence and calls individuals to an awareness of their existence in its 
essential freedom.” 
 
Characteristics of existentialism: 
1. Value of human personality: Existentialism recognizes paramountcy of the human 
personality, Man is the centre of the universe and nothing else is equal to it. Even Brahman, God, 
universe etc. Are subsidiary to “man”. The basic feature of human personality is his freedom – 
unfettered and unrestrained. Society and social institutions are for the sake of man and not vice-
versa. There is no “general will” to which the “individual will” is subject. If any social law or 
principle is restrictive of human freedom it is invalid and unjust. Anything that obstructs the 
growth and development of the individual must be discarded. With this aim in view, existentialist 
writers, artists and thinkers have expressed their views uncompromisingly and waged great 
battles for securing these freedoms for man. 
2. Emphasis on subjectivity: Existentialism places a new emphasis on man’s experience and 
thus his immediate, subjective awareness. There is no knowledge apart from knowing object. 
Man’s inner life, with its moods anxieties, and decisions, becomes the centre of attention. 
Existentialism opposes all forms of objectivity and impersonality in so far as they pertain to the 
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life of man. Objectivity, as expressed in modern science and western industrial society and by 
their philosophical and physiological representatives, had tended to make the person of 
secondary importance to things. Existentialism stresses the importance of man’s inner life and 
raises the problem of man‘s individuality and personality. 
3. Emphasis on primacy of existence: Existentialism emphasizes the uniqueness and primacy 
of human existence- the inner, immediate experience of  awareness. Man’s fundamental urge or 
drive should be to exist and to be recognized as an individual and this helps him to gain a sense 
of meaning and significance in life. The most meaningful point of reference for any person is 
own immediate consciousness, which cannot be contained in systems or abstractions. The centre 
of thought and meaning is the existing individual thinker. 
4. Emphasis on freedom and responsibility: Freedom is the watchword in existentialism, 
which stands for complete, undiluted and absolute freedom. It, precedes human existence and 
makes human existence possible. Man owes ‘his being’ to freedom in the basis of all human 
activity. To be free to change to do, to act, to inflict oneself on the world, to change the world. 
According to the Socrates, freedom is the value and foundation of all values. 
5. Emphasis on action: Existentialism holds that action is the only thing that enables man to 
live. There is no reality except action. It is not enough to know that one is free to act, one should 
act. If one does not act he loses his freedom. 
6. Emphasis on self-realization: According to existentialists, the existence of individuality lies 
in the fact that man should get an opportunity for self-realization. For this it is necessary that he 
gets suitable opportunity for self-realization from his inner life. So long man does not get self-
realization and self-knowledge; he does not get real knowledge. Self-realization makes the inner 
life of a man centre of concentration, free from anxiety. But it is possible only when man gets 
opportunity for self-realization. 
7. Emphasis on human weakness and insecurity: Existentialism have attracted the attention of 
world towards human weakness and insecurity. They are of the view what in this scientific age, 
man is leading a solitary life, surrounded by anxieties, frustration, fear and feeling of guilt. His 
individuality is being blunted continuously. If it continues as such one day individuality will be 
lost from the world for ever. So for preservation and existence of individuality of man, he should 
be kept free from all worries, frustrations, fear and feeling of guilt. 
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8. Man is not complete: For the existentialists man is not complete. He is the process of 
“becoming”. Man has to meet the challenge. He marches on the process of becoming a complete 
man to reach his completeness. 
9. Man is not alone: Man is not alone in the world he is connected to other man. He 
communicates with others. Hence he cannot live in a state of anarchy. Life is seen as a gift, 
which in part is a mystery. Man is free to choose commitments in life. 
10. Mind as the source off all knowledge: Existentialism believe that mind is the source of all 
knowledge they hold the critical dilemmas of an individual’s life are neither solved by 
intellectual exploration alone nor by laws of thinking. 
 
EXISTENTIALISM IN EDUCATION 
In the preceding page we have tried to know the basic thought of existentialism. Now we shall 
consider the contribution of this thought to education. Briefly, this philosophy has the following 
impact on education. 
(1) Existentialists and Aim of Education: 
1. Education of the whole man: Existentialists want to educate the whole man. They want full 
development of personality. They do not like an educational system for one sided development. 
2. Becoming of a human person: According to existentialism, one of the important aims of 
education is the making (becoming) of a human person as one who lives and makes decisions 
about what he will do and be. “Knowing” in the sense of knowing oneself, social relationships, 
and biological development are all of  this becoming. Human existence and the value related to it 
is the primary factor in education. 
3. Development of complete man: Existentialists want that man should be educated to become 
a complete man in his natural environment. They want to give freedom to man for the 
development of his individuality and ‘self’. Freedom should be given to man with the view of 
self-realization and understanding his ‘being’. With this freedom ‘self’ should be developed in 
such a way that he may become valuable for the society. 
4. Making a man subjective: Existentialists give more importance to subjectivity rather than to 
objectivity. They hold that education should make a man subjective and should make him 
conscious for his individuality or ‘self’. Being self-conscious he will recognize his ‘self’ and he 
will get an understanding of his ‘being’. 
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5. Enrichment of mind: Education must enrich man’s mind so that it may be respectable in his 
own eyes and in the eyes of others, so that his “choices” lead him to satisfaction and not to 
anguish or despair, though even these things are a necessary part of life. 
6. Leading a good life: “Man should lead a good life which the Existentialists call authentic 
life”. This is possible when individual human being begins releasing his ‘individuality’ and 
makes his own choice instead of being led by choices of others. Education, therefore, must aim 
at developing this integrity in the students which is necessary in the task of not only making 
individual choices, but also feeling responsible, for those choices. 
7. Making better choices: Since perfectibility and happiness upon the ‘choices’, education 
should train men to make better choices and also give the man the idea that since his choices are 
never perfect, the consequences cannot be predicted. Man must release that there is no ecstasy 
without suffering, no happiness without pain. 
8. Preserving freedom of man: Education according to existentialists should suggest ways and 
means to preserve the freedom of man, if that freedom leads him to anguish and despair. Man 
must be free from moral relativism. He should be helped to square his conduct with his 
conscience. Education should aim at striking anew the chord of individual liberty. 
 
(2) Existentialism and Curriculum: 
According to Existentialists, all school subjects and even co-curricular activities should present 
situation for the development of human beings. Curriculum should represent a world of 
knowledge for the student to explore it should help the students in making free analysis and 
criticism, and criticism, and establishing solid foundations for individual creative effort. 
Existentialists recognize the individual differences and advocate divers curricula suiting the 
needs, abilities. Interests and aptitudes of the individual. Curriculum should help the individual 
in the satisfaction of his immediate and ultimate needs. It should be so designed that a student 
does have every experience that constitutes his life. It is through curriculum that a student 
develops appropriate habits of mind and personal freedom. Existentialists advocate the 
inclusion of following subjects in the curriculum: 
1. Study of Humanities: Existentialists assign central place to humanities especially art and 
literature including poetry, drama and novels. These subjects exert the human impact in 
revealing man’s inherent guilt, sin, suffering, tragedy, death, hate and love. Existentialists hold 
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that art and literature should be taught, as they represent a prior (cause effect) power of human 
nature. The students gain from that idea’s and judgments of others through these subjects. In the 
words of Heidegger, “it is the work of art which reviles the rule nature of the existent”. In the 
study of artistic expressions, the Existentialists find the “anguished, pained, aspiring, striving 
voice of main kind, the visible agony and delight, which cause real creativity and genuine 
existence”. Existentialists are of the view that “humanities” have spiritual power. 
2. Social sciences: As compared to humanities, the Existentialists give second place to the 
teaching of social sciences. They want to teach social sciences for inculcating moral obligation 
and for knowing the relationship of the individual to a group. History should be taught to help 
the students to change the course of history and to mould the future. Useless and uninteresting 
facts which abstract the imagination of the student should not be taught. 
3. Science: Existentialists believe that science should be taught but not impersonally. It should 
not be taught with a view to extreme specialization. It is the man who counts and not the 
profession. According to Karl Jaspers, “Science is a necessary pre-condition of philosophy’. 
Science is a spring-board for jumping into spiritual perfection or self-excellence. But some 
Existentialists are of the view that science makes us so much objective that our relation with 
‘self’ is broken. By learning science there is a sort of inner misleading and no peace. 
4. Moral and religious education: Existentialism wants to include also the subjects of moral 
and religious in the curriculum. The study of world’s religions has been advocated to develop 
religious attitude among the students. It keeps him aware of death. The ideal school imparts 
moral and religious education. The child must be saved from those who interfere with the free 
exercise of this moral decision and choice. 
5. No rigid curriculum: Since the Existentialists believe in the individual’s freedom, they do not 
advocate any rigid curriculum. The curriculum should be chosen, sorted out and owned by the 
learner according to his nature and interest. 
(3) Existentialism and teacher: 
1. Teacher as an important base: The teacher is an important base of education process. 
Existentialists believe that the teacher is important because he is the creator of such an 
educational situation in which the student can establish contact with his self by becoming 
conscious of his ‘self’ and can achieve self-realization. If teacher instead of being subjective is 
objective, he will not be able to make the children introvert. The teacher should so guide the 
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children that they become faith full to ‘self’ by withdrawing themselves from excluse objective 
world. 
2. Teacher is to foster individual growth: The teacher according to existentialists is in position 
to foster individual growth. He should facilitate development of originality and creativity by 
providing necessary materials and equipment. He must build positive relationships between 
himself and his students. Humanness prescribes the relationship between teachers and taught. 
Humanness is opposed to program that depends on mechanical teaching. The human self, 
relative to a dynamic world, thus forms the key to education. The teacher should be capable of 
developing the real spirit of love and comradeship he should avoid jabels to children (such as 
“lazy”, “slow learner”, etc.) For student may come to think of themselves this way children need 
positive evaluate on. 
3. Teacher in the foreground: The teacher is very active and welcomes challenges to his idea’s 
from the student. He is in the foreground and in centre of attention. Whereas in pragmatism, the 
teacher remains in the background, mostly as an observer or guide, here he initiates the act of 
education through his person and influence the lives of his students through his own life. His 
relationship with his students is not permissive, but displined and often opposing. Students 
resistance is often manifested during the process of instruction, but such resistance is natural 
necessary in order that the students may retain his own being. 
(4) Existentialism and methods of teaching: 
1. Socratic Method: Existentialists advocated Socratic Method. The method is based on the 
assumption that knowledge is inborn but we cannot draw it out without expert help. The teacher 
educes from the pupils with the help of skillfully directed questions. Free atmosphere encourages 
free and fearless questioning. Like Socrates, Existentialists relied upon dialogue and direct 
communication. Efforts should be made to cultivate love, insight and creative knowledge. Those 
instructional techniques should be used which appeal to feeling, emotion, creativity and deeper 
meaning of life. 
2. Learning by doing: Existentialists have faith in learning by doing. To quote satire, “The 
world and man reveal themselves by their undertaking”. 
3. Learning by experience: Existentialists believe that all knowledge is self knowledge. 
Individuals own experiences alone will give him a surer knowledge of his position in this 
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indifferent world. Existentialism stresses the individual’s experiences as the bases of his 
knowledge. 
4. Personal reading: “Personal reading” has been advocated by Existentialists. Personal reading 
the student freedom to inspire has ingenuity. 
5. Against group method: Existentialists want that the urge to learn must develop from within’ 
which is the essence of life. They reject the group method, because in group dynamics, the 
superiority of the group decision over individual decisions is prominent. This means that he 
opportunity unique individualism and free choice is lost. 
6. Against mechanization and impersonality: Mechanization and impersonality should be 
counteracted in schools. The use of programmed instruction, teaching machines and other 
equipment tend to decrease the personal contact between teachers and pupils. In Existentialists 
philosophy, this impersonality is a hazard to the individual development and growth of the 
child’s personality. 
Limitations of Existentialism: 
1. Impractical aims, curriculum and methods: The educational aims, curriculum and methods in 
existentialism appear to be impractical, anti-intellectual and inapplicable in an industrial society. 
How can the aims, curricula, and methods in a school depend upon the individual’s choice and 
freedom. Organization of a such programme would be impossible and bring about chaos and 
confusion. 
2. Much time and effort: It requires a great deal of time and effort on the part of teacher to 
develop individual relationship and close understanding with every student. It would leave little 
time for academic and teaching functions. 
3. Ambiguous concept: Terminology used in existentialism is not very clear. 
4. Concepts like “Being” , “Meaning” , “Existence” , “Person” , are not very clear. It is not easy 
to build up an educational programme when the terminology for the objective of educational 
process is not very clear. 
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UNIT III 
   PHILOSOPHICAL THOUGHT OF 
 
Swami Vivekananda 
Swami Vivekananda was born in 1863 in a Kshatriya family of Calcutta. Before he became a 
monk, his name was Narendra Nath Datta. While he was a student in college at Seventeen years 
of age, he came under the influence of Sri Ram Krishna Parmhansa. Narendra Nath was an 
earnest student of philosophy and poetry. He studied all the system of western philosophy. Once 
the principle of his college Mr. Hastie remarked. "Narendra Nath is really a genius. I have 
travelled far and wide, but I have never yet come across a lad of his talents and possibilities, even 
in German Universities amongst philosophical students. He is bound to make his mark in life. 
 
 Swami Vivekanand`s  Philosophy of Life  

1. Swami Vivekanand as Vedantist :Swami Dayanand was a true Vedantist. He regards 
the Vedanta as perfectly impersonal. The Vedanta is eternal. It is not originated by any 
person or prophet. So it is built around any particular individual as the centre. The Dvaita, 
the visista- dvaita and the advaita are the different expressions of the Vedanta according 
to Swami Vivekanand. So to him, they are not opposed to each other. They are not 
absolute system. They are merely the stage for helping the individual to proceed 
progressively towards the realization of higher and higher ideas till everything is merged 
in the wonderful unity with the Creator. 

2. Concept of God: As a staunch Vedantist, Swami Vivekanand gives three attributes to 
God: 
I.    He is infinite Existence. 
II.   He is Infinite Knowledge. 
III.  He is Infinite Bliss.  

                        God is Omnipresent and Impersonal. He is manifested in all the creatures on 
earth. Man is an incarnation of God. To quote the complete works of  Swami Vivekanad, 
Volume II "Existence without knowledge and love cannot be; Knowledge without love, and 
love without knowledge cannot be. What we want is the harmony of existence, Knowledge and 
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Bliss infinite. For that is our goal. We want harmony, not one sided development. And it is 
possible to have the intellect of a Sankara with the heart of Buddha. I hope we shall all 
struggle to attain the blessed combination."  Thus Vivekananda places very high ideas before 
man. 
3. Faith in Man: Swami Vivekananda has intense faith in man and realizes the dignity and the 
diversity of human beings. In fact, he finds the manifestation of God in Man. According to him, 
"The only God to worship is the human soul, in the human body. Of course, all animals are 
temples too, but man is the highest, the Taj Mahal of temples. If I cannot worship in that, no 
other temple will be of any advantage. The moment I have realized God sitting in the temple of 
every human body, the moment I stand in reverence before every human being and see God in 
him-that moment I am free from bondage everything that binds vanishes, and I am free." 
4. Concept of Religion: According to Vivekananda, no religion is inferior to any other. All 
religions lead to the same goal. So one must remain in one`s own religion. He had a very liberal 
concept of religion. He advocated a religion of universe oneness and cosmopolitanism. He urges 
people to believe in universal religion. Religions are not contradictory. To him, "Religions are 
different forces in the economy of God, working for the good of mankind."  
5. Faith in Universalism and spiritual Brotherhood: Swami Vivekananda emphasized 
universalism and Spiritualism Brotherhood. The saint after having realized the self sees the self 
in all creatures. Therefore he devotes himself entirely to the service all beings. 
6. Perfection as one`s heritage: according to Vivekananda, "Perfection is not to be attained, it 
is already within us. Immortality and bliss are not to be acquired, we possess them already, 
and they have been ours all the time." Thus perfection is one`s heritage. 
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 UNIT III 
 Educational Philosophy of Swami Vivekananda 
Vivekananda educational philosophy is based on Vedanta and Upanishads. He believes that soul 
exists in every individual. The very recognition of this soul is religion. Education is the process 
of self- inspired. Vivekananda was severely critical of existence pattern of education and asserted 
that mere bookish knowledge is useless. 
 Basic Principles of Educational Philosophy:  

1. Knowledge resides within the individual: Most of western educationist believes that 
knowledge is born in man out of interaction with his environment while vivekananda 
holds that knowledge is inherent in man, something inside him and not born out of the 
external environment. True knowledge does not come to the individual from outside. It is 
instead discovered within the individual because man`s soul within him is the source of 
all true knowledge. 

2. Self-education: Swami Vivekananda believes that the child learns through self-
education. The child teaches himself. Each one must teach. Things will be made clearer 
to the child by his own power of perception and thought. Like Froebel, Swami 
Vivekananda thinks that the child develops his own nature as a plant does his own. The 
teacher is to arrange the necessary environment for him so that he may do his growing. 
Man has all the knowledge. He requires only an awakening. Nothing should be forced on 
children. They should be left free to crave out their own path. 

3. Education according to needs of children: Vivekananda advises us to regard every soul 
as the soul of God, and every child as God. So the teacher has only to serve children. 
Hence the teacher should be adjusted according to the needs of children. "These needs 
should be determined in terms of the tendencies inherent in children and not according to 
what the parents or teachers think". It is foolish for the parent or teacher to think that they 
can determine the path which the child should follow. 

4. Concentration of mind as the essence of education: Vivekananda considers 
concentration of mind as the essence of education. Everyone wants this power of 
concentration for success in his life. A man is called Superior to other if he has greater 
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power of concentration. "The treasure-house of knowledge can be opened only through 
the key of concentration." 

5. Brahmacharya for Concentration: Brahmacharya or continence is essential for 
developing the power of concentration. Brahmacharya gives mental and spiritual power 
of the highest kind. Vivekananda demonstrated how Brahmacharya helps to improve 
various psychological activities such as learning, remembering, thinking, etc. and thus 
facilitated the process of education. 

Aims of Education 
Swami Vivekananda laid emphasis on the following aims of education: 

1. Physical development Aim: Physical development of the individual is an important aim 
of education. Vivekananda felt that both the self-realization and character building or 
impossible in the absence of physical development and education. In a conversation 
Vivekananda said that people must know the secrets of making the body strong, and they 
should also convey this knowledge to others. 

2. Mental development Aim: Mental development of the individual is another important 
aim of education according to Vivekananda. He believed that knowledge is inherent in 
man. It resides with the individual. Perfection is inherent in man and education is the 
manifestation of the same. Thus the aim of education is to discover or uncover the 
knowledge that lies hidden in our mind. 

3. Moral, spiritual and character development: Vivekananda asserted that education 
should aim a development of character, morality and spirituality. He stated that we must 
have life-building, man making and character making education. In his opinion the chief 
aim of education is to create a human being, and the true mark of a human being is 
character. 

4. Vocational Aim: Vivekananda gave important place to the vocational aim of education 
for harmonious development of personality.  Education which does not enable the 
individual to stand on one`s own feet is useless. But does not mean that one should be 
striving to amass wealth. 

5. Aim of reaching perfection: According to Vivekananda one of the important aims of 
education is the manifestation of the perfection. Every child has certain hidden powers. 
Education helps in the manifestation and development of these powers. 
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6. Aim of promoting universal brotherhood: For Vivekananda education is a means for 
establishing brotherhood in all mankind. Education must promote the spirit of universal 
brotherhood. Education must teach man that ATMAN (soul) is the same in all. Only that 
education is worth the name which imparts this spirit to man.  

  Curriculum 
1. Education in Arts Vivekananda observes that art is an indispensable part of life and 

hence education in science must be supplemented by the teaching of arts. Art is a part of 
religion. Vivekananda was in favors of replacing the ideal of utility by an ideal of beauty. 

2. Common language: Vivekananda stressed the need for a common language. Such a 
language is necessary for unity in the country. 

3. Regional language: In addition to common language, Vivekananda felt that it was 
necessary to encourage every regional language. In fact, all education must be given in 
regional language because it is the mother tongue of child. 

4. Sanskrit: Vivekananda believed that Sanskrit is the source of all Indian languages. He 
said that mere sound of this language granted power, ability and prestige to the race. He 
further added that our awareness of our cultural heritage and past greatness depended 
upon our knowledge of Sanskrit. He felt that in the absence of this language it would be 
impossible to protect Indian culture. It is Sanskrit which gives stability and permance to 
the progress of our country. 

5. History, geography, Economics, Home-science, psychology Etc: Vivekananda also 
recommended the study of subjects like history, geography, economics, mathematics, 
home science, psychology, and agriculture. 

6. Physical and Vocational Education: Vivekananda recognized the importance of 
physical as well as vocational education. He felt that both self-realization and character 
building are impossible in the absence of physical development. He also believed that 
vocational education should be imparted. He remarked, "Make your nerve strong. What 
we want is muscles of iron and nerves of steel. We have wept long enough. No more 
weeping but stand on your feet and be men. It is man making religion that we want. It is 
man making education all round that we want.  

Methods of Teaching 
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Vivekananda did not conclude his educational philosophy only by talking aim of education. He 
has also expressed his views on the methods of education. 

1. Methods of Concentration: Vivekananda laid emphasis on concentration as a method of 
attaining knowledge. Concentration is the sole key to the treasure of knowledge. 
Vivekananda considers the concentration of mind as the essence of education. The 
literally figure and the scientist has to concentrate his attention on his subject for a long 
time, and only then he can hope to discover something new in the field. Greater attention 
always helps in working more. 

2. Discussion and Contemplation: In addition to concentration, Vivekananda laid 
emphasis on the importance of discussion and contemplation as method of education. The 
pupil can remove the difficulties in his path by discussing them with his teacher in an 
informal atmosphere. 

3. Method of individual guidance and counseling: Pupils can be kept on the right path 
through the method of individual guidance and counseling. 

4. Freedom in Education: Vivekananda was a strong supporter of freedom in education 
because he believed that it was the first prerequisite of development. Hence no teacher 
should exert any kind of pressure on his pupils. 

Place of Teacher 
Teacher is the  Provider of Suitable environment .According to Vivekananda education is 
the process of self-development because child educates himself. The real task of the 
educator is to see that there are no obstacles in the child`s path of self development. Just 
as the gardener prepares the ground for his plants, protects them from destructive hands 
and animals, and nourishes them with manure and water from time to time, in the same 
manner the educator takes care of the child and provides for him an environment in 
which he can develop without any hindrance. The child himself is a source of knowledge 
but it is far the educator to wake it from its dormant condition. The motivation exists in 
the child, the educator merely activates it. Hence the educator should try to encourage the 
children to use their body, sense organs and brains.    
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Rabinder Nath Tagore   
Tagore's philosophy is idealistic. He believed in the right and freedom of the individual to shape his life in 
his own. But in the individual development, he ultimately wanted the unity of mankind. Tagore was 
essentially an Indian in the philosophy of Vedas (vadentic).He had stated deeply Indian philosophy and he 
lived for it. He believed that harmony is the basic principle of life. Harmony is the law of the universe 
with all its opposite forces. Harmony is the basis of man's thought and achievement. He was opposite to 
untouchability .Humanity is everywhere same .Human races are one  
As a naturalalist he gave very important place to nature which he loved immensely. In his whole 
philosophy he has used the term Nature to mean. 
A. The world of innate physical world, like - the sea, the moon, the sun, the stars, rivers, mountains etc. 
B. The non human world of plants trees, flowers, fruits, animals, insects etc. 
C. The state of nature i.e. original nature of man as distinguished from the domesticated, sophisticated 
and the civilized conditions of the man brought about by the modern material conditions of the so called 
civilized life. He says,” Education divorced from nature was brought untold harm to your children". 
Tagore wished human beings to have close communion with nature and with its purifying and vitalizing 
influence. Just as a man realizes his relationship with human beings, he should realize his relationship 
with nature. Tagore was a realist, who tried to revive the traditional culture of india.He combined eastern 
ideas with western science. 
His Educational philosophy: 
1. It confirms to his general philosophy: he approached education as the poet with a totality of vision 
education he said. "is a permanent part of the adventure of life -  it is not like a painful hospital treatment 
from caring them of the congenial melody of their ignorance but is a function of a health natural 
expressions of their minds vitality".To him the objective of education is the freedom of mind through the 
path of freedom though it has risks and responsibilities too. he wanted that children should not have more 
schools for their lessons but a world where guiding spirit is personal love. Love and action he believed are 
the only medicine through which perfect knowledge can be obtained. the three cardinal principles of his 
educational philosophy are 
FREEDOM 
CREATIVE SELF EXPRESSION 
ACTIVE  COMMUNION WITH NATURE AND MAN. 
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2. He spoke of existing schools like beingan educational factory, lifeless, colourless, disassociated from 
the content of the universe within the white balls, starring like the eyeballs of the dead an education 
divorced from the streams of life and confined within the four walls become artificial and loses its values 
and interests. The first and foremost work of his opinion was to bring child's mind in contact with nature. 
3. Let the child imbibe and learn freely   and  spontaneously from the books  of nature . Let the child free 
and happy  .  
Education should be natural in content and quality. Through contact with nature, the child will be 
introduced   to  the great world of reality - easily and joyfully . 
ART  EDUCATION :Education in academic sense of mere acquisition of  knowledge never appealed to 
comprehensive  genius poet .Education to be real, must be of the whole man , of his emotions  and senses 
as much as his intellect. One finds, therefore, that from the very beginning Shantiniketan gave a 
permanent place to art. Among other subjects, learn in the open air under the shade of trees .They   had 
their music and picture  making. The Kala Bhawan or the school of   fine Arts and crafts   has developed 
into well known centre of Indian Art . Similarly, dramatics and dancing   got  place in his scheme of 
education.  
A large part of man , he believed can never find its expression  in the mere language of words. It must 
have many other languages lines and colors , sounds  and movements  for the satisfaction of his aesthetic 
urge. The poet regards the language   of sounds, colors and movements to be the highest means of self 
expression. For it he laid stress on various forms of hand work (craft) 
In his "Ashram" the effort  was made  for the  education of the mind  and all the senses  though various  
activities .  Their every pupil is taught to master some  form  of hand work or the other  music and art , he 
said , are the spontaneous overflow  of our  deeper nature  and spiritual  significance.   

 
AUROBINDO GHOSH. 
Aurobindo shines of his versatile genius sprawling  over the whole  human  situation – man individual , 
man collective, man temporal man spiritual .it is a reality that Shri Aurobindo's life gives lie to the 
psychological belief that environment makes the texture of one's thinking and personality .natured and 
nurtured in western education and influence  for 21 years , Aurobindo remained  unscathed by the alien 
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influences  and the fire of Indian philosophy remained  dormant  in him  to be manifested at an opportune 
moment . 
The Great Philosophy 
The Summum Bonum of the  great  philosophy of Shri Aurbindo  can be summed in one phrase  
'Realization of the sublime  Truth ,' which can be achieved  through  the  'Integral view  of life ' 'Being  a 
Superman  and the Gnostic  Individual .' Descent  of Divine Power, 'Intuition, ‘Yoga'  and 'Super mind, 
and unflinching faith  in the spirituality, creativity an intellectuality of  Indian genius. 
By integral view of life, he implied a healthy integration of God  and man acord7ng to him the fellowship 
between god and man generates in men an idea of new add new ideal of work and this Fellowship can be 
achieved by mans disinterested action in society buy never ending meditation buy sell forgetting devotion 
and by feeling that kind of Unity of all things in God 
His Aim of Education  
The chief aim of education according to Aurobindo should help the growing soul to draw out that in itself 
which is best and make it perfect for a noble use Aurobindo the real meaning of life is to rise above Ego 
and proposes the self .True education helps man to achieve this goal. He is vital a mental, a psychic, super 
mental and Supreme spiritual being. It should help him to develop his intellectual and moral capacities to 
their highest limit. He consider that education as true and living which helps one to develop his talent 
powers and enables him to enter into the right relations with life, mind and soul of his Nation as well as 
with the total life, mind and soul of his humanity ,'man' he says  has developed certain  vital propensities 
and ego, a mind and a reason. His education should be so guide as to satisfy these propensities under the 
control of trained mind and reason. 
His Curriculum Design. 
Disgusted with the prevailing curriculum trends. Aurobindo protested against the loading of the 
curriculum by asking the learner to learn  something of everything. Instead of shallowness and 
superficiality in many subject he wants intensive knowledge in few subjects. 
Physico vital bases of Education 
Sri Aurobindo considered yoga as the main instrument of 'self perfection 'of man and wanted create a 
community of perfected individuals for raising the standard of life of humanity ,he advocated yoga as a 
'must' in education. Yoga to him influences the mental vital and physical being of man. 
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Moral and Religious Education, 
* The child should be guided to cultivate right emotion, Noble habits, right associations and his nature 
should follow right action. 
 * The best way to help the child is to put him on the right road to his own perfection and encourage him 
to follow it. Aurobindo prefers suggestions to impositions, example rather than percept .the child should 
be given an opportunity to put into action his more impulses that arise within him .the child should be 
accustomed to that discipline by which they mould good habits and learn the notion of right and wrong 
.This would help them to keep to the right path in their later life. 
Methods of Education 
A Special feature of Aurobindo system of education is that it is highly psychological. His methods of 
education in particular are rooted in individual attention, promote creativity, and encourage dialogues, 
attempt at all round development of the individual. Aurbindo advocated the method of Discovery and 
activity. He believed self teaching : show how to learn , do not impart knowledge .As he put it; " teacher 
should put the child into the right road to his own perfection and encourage him to follow it ,watching, 
suggesting, helping, but not interfering. 
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UNIT IV 
ARISTOTLE'S POLITICS  
Aristotle was a philosopher, poet  and encyclopedia scientist founder of science of logic and number of 
other branches of special knowledge . Marx called him the greatest thinker of antiquity before 16th 
century. 
Concept  of Education System. 

1. For Aristotle the goal of education is identical with the goal of man obviously. All forms of 
education was explicitly or implicitly directed towards the human ideas thinking. 

2. But Aristotle considered that education is essential for complete self-realization of men. 
3. The supreme goal to which we all aspire is happiness .But for Aristotle the happy man  is neither 

a  savage nor man noble in his natural state but that educated man. 
4. The happy man, the good man is a virtuous a man, but virtue is acquired precisely through 

education.  
5. Just as education lead an individual to virtue which is the essential source of happiness so also it 

creates the conditions necessary for the establishment and stability of virtuous poles. 
6. It is through education that a community is formed .The state is a plurality, it should be formed 

into a social unit by means of education 
7. Education is the freedom to apply oneself to essential matters. it is in the form of freedom that 

leads to wisdom and a life devoted to philosophy and contemplation that is true happiness.     
8. Education should lead to man's ultimate goal, and intellectual life rooted in the mind. 
9. Like Plato , Aristotle devices veritable system of continuous education. Education is not limited 

to youth only but it is a comprehensive process concerning the whole human person and lasting 
life time. 

10. Teachers are essential part of any educational system .Aristotle recognize at least four subjects for 
instruction. Grammar, physical training, music and drawing.  

11. Education is the only agency to which a life of mobility, discipline and high characters can be 
acquired .it is only through education that goodness ,beauty and truth can be secured. 

12. Music education is also important as to Columbia by the judge the beautiful and it has channel 
educational well since it teaches them to listen. 

POLITICS 
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1. One of the important aspects of Aristotle's Political theory concerns his views on the state.  
2. 2.In in the first book of his "the politics" Aristotle declares that the state is the highest form of 

political union, and is the success of social evolution .It is the through state that an individual 
finds fulfillment and an individual who does not feel the need for his state is either an angle or" a 
beast". 

3. .Full humanity is achieved only because of the opportunities provided by the politics. 
4. The state is not only an instrument for individual's self perfection but Aristotle considered it to be 

a natural institution. 
5. Both Plato and Aristotle advocated and asserted that the state and it laws were more than a 

product ever of convention (way of behavior, tradition or custom). 
6. According to Aristotle if the politics was conceptualized as a product of a contract, it would not 

be possible to make the citizens good and just since the moral force is locking. 
7. The first natural community for him is the family, which when complete consists of father, wife, 

children and slaves the family is based on two relations, relation between man and woman and 
between master and slave both of which are considered to be natural. so all members of the 
family, father is an absolute ruler, but he should all rule slaves with mildness, the wife as free 
member of the community and children by right of affection. 

8. The most comprehensive human society. The aim of is to product good citizens, "individual 
living a virtuous and happy life." The highest virtues are intellectual.  

9. It is the duty of the state not to create warrior but man capable of making the right use  of which 
is conducive to intellectual activity. 

10. A man is a social animal. The natural aim of an individual is to live in the society is the happiness 
of the man .so, in a rational society, the interests of an individual and  the state are harmonize. 

 
 
PLATO'S REPUBLIC 
Plato was born in May 427 BC At the age of 20, he became the disciple of Socrates who was at  time  
over 60 years. Plato remainder bachelor throughout his life, dedicated his life in preaching the ideas of 
Socrates . It is said that, If Socrates created the song of philosophy, it was Plato who sang the tune. 
 HE has left to the world three things. 
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Theory of a new form of Govt. called republican. A new social o rder and a well articulated system of 
education. He has expanded his thoughts and practice of education in his two books namely "The 
Republic", "The laws". His book republic is highly appreciated by Rousseau in the following word, "if 
you wish to know what is  the public education lead letters republic." 
His Philosophy 
Plato as  idealist. In his republic he has visualized ideal state, where justice should reign supreme. He 
viewed the world with an open mind, propounded the philosophy of idealism which has influenced 
political science, religion and education. In his book -The republic and a the laws, he has given first place 
to the state and the second to the individual. If the state, he affirmed, functioned in the perfect manner, the 
individual would lead good life because t1he state is a divine agency with a divine function. The state has 
ethical aims. He recommended, state control of the breeding nursing and training of children. The 
permitted family life only to the slaves .He said the state is absolutely supreme. 
Regarded Reality Plato said that man lives in two world- The world of senses and the world of ideas .He 
called the world of senses as a material world , which has nothing perfect and permanent .On the other 
hand the ideal reality is the world of ideas which is the mind of God. Things of the earth are molded on 
these ideas. This world is eternal and not subject to change .He argued the human beings to convert the 
life of the senses to the life of ideal reality .This was possible through the rational faculty of man. 
Concept aim of education. education was highly valued by him he took an idealistic and intellectualistic 
view of education. Which was for the good of the individual and for the safety of the state. To him 
education is an effort from the older generation to pass on to the younger generation, all the good habits 
and the wisdom acquired through the experience. He considered education as nothing but the process of 
remaining the   consciousness’s 
Plato's greatest contribution   was his scheme of studies or curriculum which was followed in western 
countries for   several centuries .In the Republic, his education is restricted to the gaurdian class in the 
laws, he wants it to be universal and compulsory. He has given the appropriate curriculum for different 
stages. 
During infancy , the child was to be properly  nourished  and saved  from  pain and wrong pleasure. In 
the age of 3-6 years, the children were to be given play and fairy tales and simple narration. At the 
elementary stage , the boys and girls of 6-13 years were to be  housed in separate  state, and he wanted  
the children to be taught  music, religion, morals mathematics and gymnastic , so as to bring necessary 
rythm and control  in the  behaviour of children.  The middle   school stage of 13-16 was to be devoted  
to the learning of music  religion hymns , poetry and arithmitic. 
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 He recommended higher training at the age of twenty for the most promising young men and women. 
Teaching Methods  
In his academy plato himself  taught  mathematics  and philosophy by  means of correlated  lectures and 
dialogues .He advocated  a method of free self questioning leading  to  intellectual curiosity. The 
children should  be encouraged  to elicit and clarify their own questions. He do not believe in 
compulsion in knowledge. 
Education of Women. 
 Although he remained a bachelor,  yet  he favoured  the entry of women to all the offices and work of 
the state  He said , All pursuits of men are , the pursuits  of women.  
 


